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His Erninence Joseph Cartlinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Docirilre of the Faith

Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00i93 Rome,ltaly

With seutimelìls ol cslcuttr, I allt,

FebrLrat'y 12,2004

Sinccre ly yours írr Christ,

Your Eminence:

ln accorcJ rvith thc ('ltrLrter for the Pratect ion of ( hildrcn rtndYouth andThe

Essential Nornts rvhich a¡r in eff-ect iu the Uuited Statcs. I an1'feferring several cases for

yoru consideration, I takc vcly scriously the pr.oblcm oI scxual atuse of minors by clergy

*¿ t¡" ensuing public ourcly over past inaction by cliurclr officials- The ciemand for

justice is one tl-rat receives il'favorable lrearirlg flrolu lrre- t.

IIowevel, I also br.liur,c flmly that sotìte srlLlatiotls call forþfice tempered by

mercy. I havc reviewe<lcirrefìrlly all olcases oIallcged scrual abusè'bfit':inof$ by clergy

We are in the methodical ¡rroccss of'prepaling all sucl-i crses for refenáîió the

Congregatiou, In the 
"o,,''r" 

of that iåview, f llave cotne io the conclusionthat some

cleriãs,-even though rve arc convinced about Ihe-srtbstancc of the allegations and even

though, in some cãses, thc cleric hâs cc¡nfessetl;'slrolrld not be itnposed with canonical

penalties.

I am seniling in this mailing the cases of those pt'tcsts whose life situations are

such that a carloni,çãl penai trial or ¿ur aciministfät¡ve disnrissal would be unreasonable.

They are eithc¡:o-fËuJr ¿rclvanced age or fragile health that suoh actiotts could be

tantårlounlió a death senturce. 'fherefore, ir cach case I lrm asking that the priest be

permitted ttt live out wha{,,'\'t't' ttray l ettr zritl o Í' iris ìi le irt ¡rr ayer and petrance, The

älements oi-such a li{è u,ili bc- clcsignecl alorrg rhe protocols presently being prepared by

the Confdié_nce of Bisìrops In all cases. thele w'oLrl<l be no public ministry pennitted ancl

the priest wq¡t¿ not plescrjt hrnlself publicly irs a priest bl'title or atiire.

'l'hari-tri yogd$ yorii consr<leration of lliese requests. Should Your Emiuence

detennine that an'ãiteir.latc actioll be tal<en. I stancl rcacly to accede to your wisìres,

*( ;;-t ñfì.-.
I

Most R.evcrend TimoihY M. Dolan
A rchtr ishop of Milwaukee

Ar)ûM039323



lu

,ARCI{D.Í $CËS H Otr NIf ILW ÁIIKEE

NAME: Rçvercnd George Stepherr Fìopf'

DATB Ol¡ BII(TH: lllay 19,1924
AGE: 79
PRESBYTERA.L ORJ)TNATION: ìvfay 28, I 94?

YEARS OF MINiSTRY: 24 Ycars
ÐIOCÐSE OF INCARDINA'IION: Milrvaukec
A])DRI]SS

ASSTGNI\4ENTS:
YE,{R PARISÏ:I L0CA'I"ïON
1949-1954 St, Joseph Parish Milrvaukee
I954-1962 St, fohrr Nepoflrus Parish Mihvaitkee
1962-1966 St. Mary Parish \trau{esþa. Wi
1966-1968 Trnnraculaïc lleart af Mary çtt¡:41{i3;,W-I
1968-1969 Hoiy Rosary Par'ísh Mjl¡r'ailk'ee,''ïVl,
1969-1971 St. John B*ptist Parish ' ,11{*o-rihu1l. 1üI

1g7l-1975 St. Peter (llaver Parish '''', '. 
'SliClroygan, Wl

ï975-1976 SickLeave
1976 Resigrratiorr '',i*,'

1976 Retiremellt i,

l)alnTirrc, Il. fj0067

Á,PPOfNTlvlËitlT
Assislilnt Fastr:r'

I Assistiurt Pastor' 
A^{sis{ant Pastor

. ¿\ssistaut Pastor
,.,., ,t'Fil$tt)L
-"i lArtminislratar'

F¿stór

ACCUSA.TÌOhI AGAINST
YEAR VICTIM ,.,

:.;:;

x 969 t2 Vaþinal penelrtlíctr
with Íinger: fondling:
fc¡rccel mastru:b¿lti otr

Not specifìe<l

C ff TL l'*Õ:CEËD I NG$J ;\{ì¿\J N$T ]'HFi C T,ì3TTJ {:
T¡e 1969 iiftident wff$ supllrs€dly reported to the poliee by the pareni$. "i'liere erc no

polic* ree*rds,still intact.'Ï'hc stafiil* of'lii'¡rilaticins has expireti irr bath cases

'':,4_':. ' ,

MË/ISURÐS AütPllËÐ BY ll}"lE tliÖC6$"ü.
YF,r4.n AflTIÛN TAKnI'i
2tû3. Ëiles stLrdiod for arry ildiealion *l'prior knnr.:.leclge or rellorts, Nonc fotutd.

Pricst nat n[:le ti: bc confr¡:til*cl <lue f o tutal dí.sability'
2{JC}"4 Caseei relefrefl ta Cuugregation fc¡r the Doctrinc of'thc Flit}:

ST JSThNÅNCË PR*VIDEI} T't}'"1 HE ÜLËIil{.I
Ë¡rrhr.,l is tirlly ve.¡;l.ed in fhe pricsrs' pensì** plan ar:ri reccivcs lhe sarrte tnonlirly prì)4l:crll

as âny other r*fired priest, f 
:le is carel1 trbr ìn a Catiiolic nut:sirtg hcxìr'r.

t 963-69 :t \t

DENLìNCIATION

2Õ02

2û02
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]IËSPOÌ.ISE i Iì"ECüURSE MADIÌ BY ]]HR L]LE}ITC

None, ire is totaliy incapacitaled clue To a sovere sttnke.

BTSHOP'S VOTtI T

The¡:attern of the allegatious has an jtttenralconsist*ncy. All of tlre d¿tes arld pläces are

verified i¡ the recorils. The ¿Çcusers have no knorvledge of or cantact wiili orle ¿rlc¡ther,

T'hese cases have been given ncl piLblíc noforiety anci there ltas bcen no scalrdal,

Because of lús inabjlity to mount any defense, I am askìng that he not be subjected to a

pen*l füal. He does rtol appear in public and is ca¡rnble of no ttri:ristry.

I ask that Father Hopfl f¡r lea^so¡-rs ol acivancecl age and poor health, be permittecl to live a

life of prayer alicT penance tlie <iet:rils of which rvill Lre rporkcci.on rvith hjnr to the best cf
his ability to understalrd the situatio¡r. :"

,qåX)&'åqì3933ü
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